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(57)Abstract 

PURPOSE: To attain the image pickup in the optimum mode in response to the 
lightness of an image pickup object by providing a filter acting like an optical low pass 
filter in the case of color image pickup and like a correction plate correcting an optical 
path length in the case of monochromatic image pickup to the device. 
CONSTITUTION: An incident ray 11 is refracted by an optical lens 12 and made 
incident on an image pickup element 1 4 via a filter 1 3 and converted into an electric 
signal. The filter 1 3 is formed nearly to be a box, it is divided into two from the 
midposition, an optical low pass filter 131 is formed to one divided side, and a 
correction plate 1 32 correcting the optical path length is provided to the other side and 
one of them is placed selectively to the incident optical path. Furthermore, the 
correction plate 1 32 is made of a material such as an optical glass and has the same 
optical path length in the optical path length of the optical low pass filter optically. In 
the case of color image pickup by a video camera, the optical low pass filter 131 of the 
filter 13 is placed in the incident optical path and the correction plate 132 is placed in 
the case of monochromatic image pickup. 
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